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ORDINANCE NO. 90-3 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, 

ADOPTED PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 83-495, LAWS OF 
FLORIDA, CHAPTER 125 FLORIDA STATUTES, 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 
ORDINANCE AND A PARTIAL REPEAL OF ORDINANCE 
NO. 83-23, AS AMENDED; PROVIDING FOR MERGER 
OF THREE EXISTING FIRE/RESCUE MUNICIPAL 
SERVICE TAXING UNITS, KNOWN AS M.S.T.U.'S NO. 

1, 2, AND 3 INTO ONE UNIFIED FIRE/RESCUE 
M.S.T.U.; PROVIDING FOR PURPOSE; PROVIDING 
THAT THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS SHALL 
BE THE GOVERNING BODY; PROVIDING POWERS OF 
SAID MUNICIPAL SERVICE TAXING UNIT; PROVIDING 
FOR FUNDING POWERS AND LIMITATIONS; PROVIDING 
FOR CONTRACTING WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT FOR THE 
PROVISION OF SERVICES, THE CONSIDERATION FOR 
SUCH, AND THE APPLICABILITY OF COUNTY 
ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Florida has, by 

Chapter 83-495, Laws of Florida, provided for the repeal of Chapter 

63-1747, Laws of Florida, as amended, and the dissolution of all fire 

control taxing districts created thereunder, upon the adoption of an 

ordinance by the Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners for the 

creation of Municipal Service Taxing Unit(s), to provide fire protection 

and advance life support, Fire/Rescue services to those portions of the 


unincorporated area of Palm Beach County formerly served by Fire Control 
Taxing Districts created pursuant to Chapter 63-1747, Laws of Florida; 
and 


WHEREAS, the Board of County Commission did by enactment of 
Ordinance 83-23 create four (4) Fire/Rescue M.S.T.U.'s; and 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 83-23 has been amended to include several 
municipalities which have through a referendum vote of the residents of 
said municipality opted to become part of Fire/Rescue M.S.T.U's 1, 2, and 
3; and 

WHEREAS, Florida Statutes Chapter 125 provides for the 
formation of Municipal Service Taxing Units by County Ordinance for the 
provision of Municipal Services; 

s WHEREAS, Chapter 83-495, Laws of Florida, establishes certain 


powers and conditions of said Municipal Service Taxing Units 
supplementary to and superseding Florida Statutes Chapter 125; and 
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WHEREAS, The Board of County Commissioners now deems it 
desirable to consolidate and merge three of the four existing Fire/Rescue 
M.S.T.U's, to wit, Fire/Rescue M.S.T.U.’s No. 1, 2, and 3, in order to 
provide service more efficiently and uniformity throughout the county and 
to provide for uniform taxation in the consolidated and merged M.S.T.U.'s 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA (hereinafter called "BOARD") 
as follows: 

SECTION 1. EFFECTIVE DATE, REPEALER 

This Ordinance shall become effective upon receipt of acknowl¬ 
edgement by the Secretary of State. The merger shall become effective 
for the budget year beginning October 1, 1990. 

SECTION 2. MERGER, PURPOSE 

Ordinance 83-23, as amended, adopted pursuant to Florida 
Statute Chapter 83-495, is hereby amended to merge, consolidate and 
otherwise abolish jurisdictional lines existing between Fire/Rescue 
M.S.T.U.’s No. 1, 2, and 3; said merger, consolidation and abolition of 
M.S.T.U. lines is authorized pursuant to Florida Statute 83-495 as well 
as Florida Statute 125.01(q). Legal descriptions of the original 
Fire/Rescue M.S.T.U.'s No. 1, 2, and 3 to be merged are attached hereto 
and incorporated by reference as Exhibit "A". Municipalities which have 
by referendum voted to become part of M.S.T.U. No. 1 or 2 are hereby 
merged into the Fire/Rescue M.S.T.U. created hereby. The legal 
description of the consolidated and merged Fire/Rescue M.S.T.U. created 
by this ordinance is more particularly set forth in Exhibit "B" attached 
hereto and includes said municipalities. 

SECTION 3. FIRE/RESCUE M.S.T.U. NO. 4 

Fire/Rescue M.S.T.U. 4 shall continue to exist as heretofore 
constituted under the existing boundary lines as set forth in said 
Exhibit C, provided however, it shall now be known as the Glades Fire 
M.S.T.U. 

SECTION 4. POWERS 

The newly created merged and consolidated taxing district which 
shall be known as the Fire/Rescue M.S.T.U. shall have all powers set 
forth in Palm Beach County Ordinance 83-23 as amended, Florida Statutes 
and the Florida Constitution. 
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SECTION 5. FUNDING 

All funding mechanisms, powers to contract, budget adoption, 
transfer of asset and liabilities provisions, retirement or pension 
rights and administrative powers shall exist as previously enacted. 

SECTION 6. SURVIVAL. 

All other provisions of Ordinance 83-23 as amended and not 
inconsistent herewith shall survive the enactment of this ordinance. 


SECTION 7. SEVERABILITY 

If any provision of this ordinance is held invalid by a Court 
of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this ordinance shall not be 
affected by such invalidity. 

SECTION 8. CODIFICATION 

The provisions of this ordinance shall become and are made a 
part of the Code of Laws and Ordinances of Palm Beach County, Florida; 
and the Sections of this ordinance may be renumbered, or relettered to 
accomplish the same and the word "Ordinance" may be changed to "Section", 
"Article" or other appropriate word. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm 

Beach County, Florida, on the 16th day of January _, 19 90 • 

PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



EFFECTIVE DATE: Acknowledgement from the Department of State 
received on the 2nd day of February , 19 90 , at 10:42 


A.M., and filed in the Office of the Clerk 


of the ^pard‘ , bfi;County 


Commissioners of Palm 



OATfD at Was :Psfm c?,,-, .u •>. - " r t~ r TT~‘ 

Johns. 


« A. 




D.C 
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EXHIBIT A 


• ; Fp^ TSCUE MUNICIPAL SERVICE TAXy ^-^ IT NO. 1, PALM BEACH COUNT| ~^-°RIDA 

Beginning at the water's edge of the Atlantic Ocean on the north boundary line 
of Palm Beach County, run westerly, southerly, then westerly along said north boundary 
line to the intersection with the easterly right-of-way line of S.R. 710 (Beeline 
Highway); thence run southeasterly along said right-of-way line to the intersection 
with the south line of Section 18, Township 41 South, Range 41 East; thence run 
easterly along the south line of said Section 18 and the south lines of Section 17, 

16, 15, 14 and 13; and a portion of all in Township 41 South, Range 41 East, and the 
south line of Section 18, Township 41 South, Range 42 East to the intersection with 
the westerly line of that portion of the Canal C-18 which runs north and south; 
thence, run northerly along the said westerly line of Canal C-18 to the extended 
centerline of Fred Small Road; thence run Easterly along said extended centerline 
to the west line of Section 18, Township 41 South, Range 43 East, said Tine being the 
corporate limits of the Town of Jupiter; thence run southerly and easterly along said 
corporate limits to'the water's edge of the Atlantic Ocean; thence run northerly ' 
along said water's edge to the POINT OF BEGINNING. 

Less, therefrom the incorporated areas contained therein. 

Said area consisting of all unincorporated area formerly known as Jupiter 
Fire Control District Number One and Northeast Fire Control District Twelve. 
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EXHIBIT A 


• • \ FIR ^^JE MUNICIPAL SERVICE TAXINtj -lMIX NO. 2, PALM BEACH COUNTY, ^ i run na 

Beginning at a point where the water's edge of the Atlantic Ocean intersects 
the Easterly extension of S.R. 804 (N.E. 2nd Avenue), run thence along the following 
numbered courses. 

1. Westerly along S.R. 804 and the Easterly extension thereof to the 
South Florida Water Management District Levee 40; thence 

2. Northwesterly along S.F.W.M.D. Levee 40 to the West line of 
Section 30, Township 44 South, Range 41 East; thence 

3. Northerly along the West line of Range 41 East to the Northwest 
corner of Section 19, Township 44 South, Range 41 East; thence 

4. Westerly along the prolongation of the North line of Section 19, 

Township 44 South, Range 41 East, to the S.F.W.M.D. Levee 40; 
thence . 

5. Northwesterly along the S.F.W.M.D. Levee 40 to the centerline of 

State Road 80; thence \ . 

6. Westerly along the centerline of State Road 8C to the intersection 
of the centerline of U.S. Highway 98; thence 

7. Northwesterly along the centerline of U.S. Highway 98 to the West 
line of Ra'nge 40 East; thence 

8. North along the West line of Range 40 East to the Northeast corner ' 
of Section 1, Township 43 South, Range 39 East; thence 

9. East along the South line of Section 36, Township 42 South, Range 
39 East, to the Southeast comer of Section 36, Township 42 South, 

Range 39 East; thence 

10. North along the East line of Range 39 to the Southwest corner of 

x Section 18, Township 41 South, Range 40 East; thence 

11. East along the South lines of Sections 18, 17, 16, 15, 14, 13 to the 

Southeast corner of Section 13, Township 41 South, Range 40 East; 
thence 

12. Continue East along the South line of Section 18, 17, 16, 15, 13, 

Township 41 South, Range 41 East and Section 18, Township 41 South, 

Range 42 East'to the West line of that portion of the C-18 Canal 
which runs North and South; thence 

13. Northerly along-the West line of the C-18 Canal to the extended 
centerline of Fred Small Road; thence 

14. Easterly along the extended centerline of Fred Small Road to the 
West line of Section 13, Township 41 South, Range 43 East, said line 

^ being the corporate limits of the Town of Jupiter; thence 

15. Southerly and Easterly along said corporate limits of the Town of 

Jupiter to the water's edge of the Atlantic Ocean; thence 
\ 

16. Southerly along the water's edge of the Atlantic Ocean to the 
POINT OF BEGINNING. 

LESS, therefrom, the areas of the incorporated communities contained therein. 

^Said area consisting of all unincorporated area of the area formerly known 
as Juno Fire Control District Number Three, Old Dixie Fire Control District 
Number Two, Military Park Fire Control District Number Four, Southwest Fire Control 
District Number Six, Trail Park Fire Control District Number Seven and Reservation 
Fire Control District Number Eight. 
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EXHIBIT A 


r" w 

| RESCUE MUNICIPAL SERVICE T/| UNIT MO. 3, PALM BEACH COUt| LORI DA 

Beginning at a point where the water’s edge of the Atlantic Ocean intersects 
the Easterly extension of S.R. 804 (N.E. 2nd Avenue); thence Westerly along S.R. 804 
and the Easterly extension thereof to the South Florida Water Management District 
Levee 40; thence run Southerly along the eastern right-of-way of the Levee 40 to 
the south line of Palm Beach County in Section 30, Township 47 South, Range 41 East; 
thence easterly along the south line of Palm Beach County to the water's edge of 
the Atlantic Ocean; thence northerly along the water's edge of the Atlantic Ocean 
to the POINT OF BEGINNING. 

LESS, thereform, the incorporated areas contained therein. 

Said area consisting of all unincorporated area of the area formerly known 
as Del-Trail Fire Control District Number Nine. 
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Exhibit B 


LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF FIRE-RESCUE MSTU 

Beginning at the water's edge of the Atlantic Ocean and the Southern boundary of 
Palm Beach County as described in Florida Statute 7.50. "County Boundary"; thence 

I. Westerly along the south line of Palm Beach County to the South Florida Water 
Management District Levee 40 in Section 30. Township 47 South. Range 41 East: 
thence 

Z Northerly along the eastern right-of-way of the Levee 40 to the West Line of 
Section 30. Township 44 South. Range 41 East: thence 

3. Northerly along the West line of Range 41 East to the Northwest corner of Section 
19. Township 44 South. Range 41 East: thence 

4 Westerly along the prolongation of the North line of Section 19. Township 44 
South. Range 41 East, to said Levee 40: thence 

5. Northwesterly along the eastern right-of-way line of said Levee 40 to the center 
line of Old State Road 80: thence 

6. Westerly along the center line of State Road 80 to the intersection of the center 
line of U.S. Highway 98. thence 

7. Northwesterly along the center line of U.S. Highway 98 to the West line of Range 
40 East: thence 

8. North along the West line of Range 40 East to the Northeast corner of Section 1. 
Township 43 South. Range 39 East: thence 

9. East along the South line of Section 36. Township 42 South. Range 39 East, to the 
Southeast corner of Section 36. Township 42 South. Range 39 East: thence 

10. North along the East line of Range 39 to the Southwest corner of Section 18. 
Township 41 South. Range 40 East: thence 

II. Easterly along the south lines of Section 18. 17. 16, 15. 14 and 13. Township 41 
South. Range 40 East and Section 18. Township 41 South. Range 41 East to the 
easterly right-of-way line of S.R. 710 (Beeline Highway): thence 

12. Northwesterly along said right-of-way line to the Northern boundary of Palm 
Beach County: thence 

13. Easterly along said Northern boundary to the water's edge of the Atlantic Ocean: 
thence 

14. Southerly along said water's edge to the Point-of-Beginnlng. 

LESS, therefrom, all incorporated areas of Palm Beach County except those 
municipalities and municipal boundaries thereof, which have opted to become a part 
of the Fire-Rescue MSTU and been accepted pursuant to Florida Statute 125.0 l(q)2 by 
referendumand ordinance, respectively, namely, the Town of Jupiter, the Town of 
Glen Ridge, the Town of Lake Clarke Shores, the Town of Cloud Lake, the Town of 
Golfview. the Town of Juno Beach or those hereinafter exercising such right. 


EXHIBIT C 


RESCUE MUNICIPAL SERVICE Tijp ^- UNIT flO. 4, PALM BEACH COUrj - LOR I DA 

Begin at the Northwest Corner of the Northeast Quarter of Section 35, Township 
40 South, Range 37 East as the point of beginning; then go South along the West line 
of the East half of Section 35, Township 40 South, Range 37 East, and the West 
line of the East half of Sections 2, 11, 14 and 23 of Township 41 South, Range 37 
East to a point; then go West along the North line of Section 26, Township 41 South, 
Range 37 East to the Northwest Corner of said Section 26 to a point; then go South 
along the West line of Sections 26 and 35, Township 41 South, Range 37 East to the 
Southwest Corner of said Section 35 to a point; then go West along the South line 
of said Section 34 and the South line of Section 33 to the East line of the U.S. 
Levee Lake Okeechobee right-of-way to a point; then meandering Northeasterly along 
the East line of the U.S. Levee Lake Okeechobee right-of-way go to the point of 
intersection with a line projected West represented by the North line of Section 35, 
Township 40 South, Range 37 East to a point; then go East along the said projected 
line and to North'line of Section 35, Township 40 South, Range 37 East to the 
POINT OF BEGINNING. 

LESS, therefrom the incorporated areas contained therein. 

Said area consisting of the area formerly known as Canal Point Volunteer Fire 
Control District Number Eleven. 
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EXHIBIT D 


ATTACHMENT 

EXCERPT FROM FIRE-RESCUE ELEMENT OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 


POLICY 4-b ; By October, 1990, Fire-Rescue shall develop 
and adopt a fee structure .for all services that may be 
provided to jurisdictions or agencies that do not maintain 
mutual aid agreements with the_ County. 

POLICY 4-c : The County shall evaluate its ability to 

provide ambulance transport services in those regions in 
which private providers are unwilling to do so or the 
services provided violates Palm Beach County ordinance 
#87- 27. 

POLICY 4-d : The County shall increase procedural 

coordination and policy development with the Department of 
Emergency Management to respond more effectively to large 
scale manmade and natural resources. 

OBJECTIVE 5 Alternative Funding - Palm Beach County shall 
develop alternative funding methods to more equitably distribute 
the costs for services. 

POLICY 5-a : By October, 1994, Municipal Service Taxing 

Units (MSTU) 1, 2 and 3 shall be combined into one MSTU. 

POLICY 5-b : By October, 1991, a feasibility study shall 

be completed that evaluates the option of establishing a 
fire-rescue assessment fee in lieu of the current ad valorem 
property taxing method. 

POLICY 5-c : By October, 1991, the County shall institute 

an annual fire inspection fee for all existing occupancies 
other than single family and duplex units. 

POLICY 5-d : By - October, 1990, Fire-Rescue shall develop a 

charge back process to the County's general fund when 
services are provided to those unincorporated areas that lie 
beyond the MSTU boundaries. 

POLICY 5-e : The County shall adopt an impact fee for 

facilities, land and equipment made necessary due to new 
development. 

I 

II. INVENTORY/CURRENT CONDITIONS: 

Existing Organizational Structure, Staffing, Facilities, Vehicles 
and Equipment 

In order to plan, an examination of the existing Fire-Rescue 
organizational structure, its staffing practices, facilities, 
vehicles and equipment has been undertaken. The distribution of 
emergency fire and rescue services depends on a spatial arrange¬ 
ment that provides a timely response to incidents. This spatial 
arrangement is not uniform, because it must be responsive to 
variances caused by demand patterns, natural or manmade 
obstructions and geographic boundaries. Also, because Fire- 
Rescue activities are extremely labor intensive, a review of the 
organizational 1 and staffing policies is required to gain an 
understanding of the deployment strategies within the distribution 
network. 













EXHIBIT E 


PROPOSED FISCAL IMPACT FOR CONSOLIDATION OF FIRE-RESCUE 

MSTU NUMBER 1, 2 and 3 

(Based on 1989-1990 Budget and Property Valuations) 


The following calculations indicate what the fiscal impact would be for 
an MSTU taxpayer with property valued at One Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($100,000) with a Twenty-Five Thousand Dollar ($25,000) homestead 
exemption: 


Fire- 

Rescue MSTU Number 1 



Taxpayers Property 

Current Millage 

Current Ad-Valorem 

Tax 

$100,000 - $25,000 = $75,000 

1.6971 

$127.28 


Taxpayers Property 

Proposed 

Proposed Consolidated 

$100,000 - $25,000 = $75,000 

Consolidated Millage 

Ad-Valorem Tax 



2.0685 

$155.14 


Increase in Ad-Valorem Taxes 

to MSTU Number 1 Taxpayer $ 27.86 


Fire- 

Rescue MSTU Number 2 



Taxpayers Property 

Current Millage 

Current Ad-Valorem 

Tax 

$100,000 - $25,000 = $75,000 

2.7721 

$207.91 


Taxpayers Property 

Proposed 

Proposed Consolidated 

$100,000 - $25,000 = $75,000 

Consolidated Millage 

Ad-Valorem Tax 



2.0685 

$155.14 


Decrease in Ad-Valorem Taxes 

to MSTU Number 2 Taxpayer $ 52.77 


Fire- 

■Rescue MSTU Number 3 



Taxpayers Property 

Current Millage 

Current Ad-Valorem 

Tax 

$100,000 - $25,000 = $75,000 

1.4467 

$108.50 


Taxpayers Property 

Proposed 

Proposed Consolidated 

$100,000 - $25,000 = $75,000 

Consolidated Millage 

Ad-Valorem Tax 



2.0685 

$155.14 


Increase in Ad-Valorem Taxes 

to MSTU Number 3 Taxpayer $ 46.64 


ANALYSIS OF FIRE-RESCUE COSTS 




The difference in the millage rates that exists between the three MSTU's 
is best explained by the nature of the service area, rather than one 
service area being more or less efficient than another. The following 
information will show that these differences are a product of valuation 
and density, rather than any other factor: 



MSTU #1 

MSTU #2 

MSTU #3 

TOTAL TAXABLE VALUE 
(in Billions) 

$2.9 

$8.5 

$8.0 

TOTAL AREA (Acres) 

39,016 

249,515 

76,333 

VALUE PER ACRE 

$76,115 

$34,249 

$104,873 

AVERAGE TAXABLE VALUE* 

(per Household) 

$76,614 

$46,323. 

$ 64,884 

POPULATION PER ACRE 

1.12 

0. GO 

1.64 

ALARMS PER 100 ACRES 

7.8 

8.6 

14.9 

COST PER HOUSEHOLD 

$117 

$117 

$86 


* 


Based on 1988-1989 Property Valuations and Adjusted by 9 Percent 










































